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SINGTAO BAY AREA March 12,2005  Saturday

COMMUNITY WORKERS REQUEST FUNDING FOR CITIZEN EDUCATION
THE WIND OF GAMBLING BLOWING FIERCELY
MOST DISASTROUS FOR ASTIAN AMERICANS

<Staff reporter Kwan Wen Jie reported from San Francisco>

March 6 to 12 is “National Gambling Awareness Week”. NICOS Chinese Health Coalition and California
Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander American Affairs organized a press conference yesterday. California
Assembly member, Wilma Chan, and social workers expounded the influence of gambling on the Asian and
Pacific Islander American community and requested the state government and the casino industry to pay
attention to the plight of the victims of problem gambling, in the hope that they would set aside funding for the
education of the public to realize the many problems gambling posed on the family members. Similar
conferences were being held separately in Los Angeles and San Diego.

Wilma Chan, California Assembly Member representing Oakland, indicated that Indian casinos were opened
throughout California, like spring bamboo shoots sprouting after the rain. And these casino operators targeted
their advertisement and promotional efforts full-force towards APIs. Among their gambling customers, APIs
were estimated to make up at least 20%. Wilma Chan emphasized that the state governor and some legislators
allowed more casinos to operate in an attempt to balance the budget deficit. Since 10 years ago, the Californian
government permitted the Indian tribes in California to operate casinos.

Wilma Chan cited the example of Lytton Band of Pomo in San Pablo in the East Bay. The existing poker club
would be converted to a casino with 2500 slot machines She pointed out that a quarter of their profits would go
to the state government. But, this income would be used for the construction of highway exits, institution of
traffic facilities and employment of more police to tackle crimes resulting from casino operation. The

"~ community did not benefit from it.

Dr. Norman Hui, Chairman of the California Commission on Asian and Pacific Islander American Affairs, felt
that gambling was an important issue among San Francisco Chinese. In a survey of 1800 Chinese, 70%
admitted that they had gambling habit. In the Chinese community, most cases of the family violence and
divorce were caused by problem gambling.

This commission had already listed problem gambling as their main agenda for this year. Their Japanese
Commissioner, Paul Osaki, had initiated an “API Problem Gambling Task Force” by forming a coalition among
community leaders from various Californian communities. The taskforce advocated the state government to pay
more attention to the seriousness of gambling problems and to fund public education and rehabilitation of
gambling addiction. Paul criticized the casino business for not spending a single cent of their profits on APIs.
Sister Paulette Yeung who was in charge of the social service of St.Mary’s Teahouse Ministries pointed out the
difference between gambling addiction and drug addiction. Apart from episodic depression, it was difficult to
identify gambling addiction from external appearance. Majority of the Chinese gambling addicts were new
immigrants, although some local born Chinese could also get addicted. Gambling could take many different
forms. Currently the most dangerous type was internet gambling. Gamblers could stay home and bet.

If you would like to quit from gambling addiction, please call Chinese hotline for help: 1-888-968-7888. All
information would be confidential. You can also call NICOS Chinese Health Coalition at 415-788-6426 for
assistance.

<Translated by Josephine Wong ,NICOS Chinese Health Coalition>



